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s far from finding anything awful in her situation. On the
itrary, she found it delightful. Her aunt was, at heart,
y too well aware of this, and urged that she should be
>roughly damped down, and so prevented from becoming
alt.
CI hope the vanity you complained of last year/3 she writes
.en Charlotte is five years old, "is a little diminished . . .
should have supposed that, being always with grown-up
Dple, she would have felt her own inferiority and have been
>re inclined to humility than vanity." But humility made
appeal to Charlotte.
:cAs she has once found out she is clever," laments her aunt,
othing but being with older children will ever get the better
this unfortunate vanity," adding, with a side-thought of
s Prince, "which is a little in her blood, as you know full
;11." Then the Duchess was deeply concerned over another
:e that she had discovered embedded in this infant of five,
at of covetousness. This was to be cured, according to the
achess, by Charlotte being taken to some cottage where the
ildren were hungry and in rags; then, after the lapse of
veral days, the children meanwhile having been fed and
-clothed, Charlotte was again to be taken to see them. The
ere sight of them thus resuscitated was supposed to effect
jr cure; though one might have thought it would increase
ther than diminish her failing as proving conclusively the
iramount importance of money.
Considering the interest the Duchess took in Charlotte, it
pleasant to find her saying that the Prince "has written me
very kind letter and made me happy by sending me a
sautiful locket with Charlotte's hair."
After Caroline had been a little time at Blackheath, a house
as taken each year near hers to which Lady Elgin and
harlotte went for the summer.  This was Shrewsbury House,
hich overlooked a great stretch of the Thames.
Meanwhile, Caroline continued to entertain at her villa,
t first very decorously, in fact almost primly.    Sir Gilbert
lliot tells us of a breakfast party there on a thundery day in
me, of the tables laid in a little strip of garden under a row
f trees, and of "a slight shower which drove the white muslins
>r a few minutes into the house."   Charlotte, very lusty, was
lere, trotting about in a leading string held by Lady Elgin.
"You have been so very naughty I don't know what we
lust do with you," exclaimed Miss Garth to Charlotte at
ne of these parties.